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Two listed buildings, 35/37 Stokes Croft or the Classics Free Shop and the Emporium, are under threat of 
eviction by an unregistered mysterious 'company' Jerwood Trading, who apparently bought the property in 
1993 and have left it abandoned ever since.  
 
History and Work 
These listed buildings are on the Bristol City Council ‘at risk register’. They had both been boarded up, as there 
were no shop fronts to the buildings. By December 2008 new shop fronts had been built voluntarily by local 
carpenters using reclaimed timber, windows and doors. Internally the structure of the buildings was 
strengthened, staircases were installed to access the many levels of the buildings, toilets and plumbing were 
installed, many of the levels were completely re-floorboarded and several roofs received professional attention 
to either fix or replace broken tiles or in some cases entire sections of roofing. This has included hundreds of 
hours of physical and skilled labour, not to mention thousands of pounds garnered through community 
donations and fundraising, all by volunteers. 
 
Classics – Free Shop 
Since opening over two years ago Classics Free Shop has become an increasingly popular community resource, 
it provides accommodation, workshop spaces, and a thriving ‘free shop’ where people can bring and take away 
clothes, household goods and books for free. The property has been left to rot by the ‘owners’ and previous 
owners for decades and it is only down to the hard work of volunteers from within the community that the 
space is now a flourishing resource for people from all walks of life.  
 
The Emporium – Events Space 
The Emporium opened its doors with a flourish, hosting its first event – a photography exhibition, entitled 
‘Waiting Rooms’, documenting just these types of empty buildings dotted around the city, advocating their use 
by local communities rather than lying derelict. Since then nearly 50 events have been held in the space, lasting 
either a few days, weeks or up to a month. From art exhibitions by local artists to community projects such as 
the Somalian Youth Group, an Alzeimers Awareness project, grass roots project meetings and discussions, film 
nights, performances, workshops, these events have all been for free, open to everyone. Thousands of people 
have come through the door to experience whatever event is occurring, where once the space was full of dead 
pigeons and used needles. In October 2010 a wheelchair ramp was constructed with the aid of local carpenters 
to gain access to the 1st floor of the space. A full list of all the events held at the emporium can be found at 
http://emporium37.wordpress.com along with further information, how to propose to use the space, and how to 
help defend the space in the legal battle. 
 
Legal Battle 
On 9 November 2010 Maggs and Allen, an auctioneers claiming to represent Hong Kong-based Jerwood 
Trading, appeared at Bristol County Court in an attempt to obtain a possession order for the premises. 
Fortunately residents of Classics managed to get an adjournment until early December in order to have more 
time to file a defense.  
 
James Cedar, who resided at Classics said “We found it outrageous that the properties are left to deteriorate, so we got in and created 
a vibrant and very popular project. Now they want to take it back without having any plans of what to do with it! We are part of the 
local community of Stokes Croft, not businessmen in another part of the world who haven’t even been here since buying it, nor done 
any work to care for the buildings.”  
 
Pauline Joyce, a regular user of the Free Shop said “I don’t know where I’d be without the Free Shop, clothes are so expensive, even 
in charity shops nowadays. This is the only place where I can meet my needs.” 
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